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in the old parts of the city had been since wrought in the
suburbs. The Town Planning Act, which by the provision of
wide streets and open spaces was to prevent a repetition of
the errors of the past, would result in a further great
development of sanitation. Moreover, people were increas-
ingly willing to listen to advice concerning their health and
that of their homes, and he was glad to say the poor people
were as amenable and as willing and anxious to do what
they could for themselves in a sanitary sense as any other
class. In short, sanitary science had reached a stage at
which the city and the nation would advance at an

accelerated rate. He would always prize the beautiful gifts
he had received.
The Sleeping Sickness Expedition of the Liverpool School of

Tropical Xedicine.
At the last meeting of the African trade section of the

Liverpool Chamber of Commerce Dr. Allan Kinghorn, a

member of the sleeping sickness expedition, gave an address
upon the investigation of sleeping sickness. He pointed out
that the tsetse fly had a wide distribution over the whole
of the territory ’with which the expedition had been

dealing, and cattle diseases due to varieties of trypano-
somes, and referable finally to the agency of this

fly, were abundant everywhere. The absolute safety to

life ensured by European administration, the opening of
markets for the sale of local produce, and the demand for a
constant and abundant supply of labour had resulted in an
unprecedented movement amongst the native population;
and, as until recently no checks had been imposed on
this, many new foci of sleeping sickness had been estab-
lished, for which we were now paying the price. Most
Governments were taking action, but the harm was done
before the cause and method of spread of the disease
were known. It was formerly thought that only the negro
race was affected. The comparative safety of the white
man was due to his clothes and the other conditions under
which he lived. Wherever the glossina palpalis existed in
the presence of an infected person there existed the danger
of the spread of human trypanosomiasis. Whilst this
species of fly, known as the river fly, was capable of trans-
mitting the disease, some doubt existed as to whether
it was that fly only which could do so. He considered it
safer to hold the view that other species of tsetse fly might
transmit it also. In order to check the spread of the disease
the indiscriminate movement of the native population must
be controlled. The glossina palpalis required shade and
could be got rid of by making clearances along water
courses which must be thorough. International cooperation
was necessary in dealing with sleeping sickness.
May 3rd. 

___________________

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Appointment to the Department of Pathology in the Royal
Infirmarry and College of Medicine.

IN a former letter I drew attention to the fact that the
house committee of the Royal Victoria Infirmary had come
to the conclusion that the time had arrived when the work
of the pathological department should be in the hands of a
skilled pathologist devoting his whole time to that branch
of medicine. Feeling, very properly, that it was desirable,
if it could be arranged, that the infirmary should associate
itself with the College of Medicine in taking this step a
conference was arranged between the two institutions
to discuss and if possible to come to some mutual

arrangement whereby they should make a joint appoint-
ment. The outcome of the conference was the appoint-
ment of a joint committee to advertise for and
select a candidate for the position of pathologist to the
infirmary and lecturer on pathology at the College of Medi-
cine. In response to its advertisement the committee re-
ceived applications from a number of suitable candidates,
and after duly considering these it recommended that Dr.
Stuart McDonald, M.D., F.R.C.P. Edin., be appointed. This
recommendation was approved by the house committee and
by the College, and Dr. McDonald has therefore been ap-
pointed. Dr. McDonald is at present lecturer on pathology
and bacteriology in the School of Medicine of the Royal
Colleges, and School of Medicine for Women-in Edinburgh,
pathologist to the Royal Hospital for Sick Children and to

Chalmers’ Hospital, Edinburgh, and examiner in pathology
for the Conjoint Board for Scotland. The committee is to
be congratulated upon its selection of a candidate and Dr.
McDonald upon his appointment to this new and important
position in the profession in the north of England.

The Newcastle Sanitary Comzrzittee’s Estimates.
The Newcastle city council has reduced the estimates

presented by the sanitary committee for the ensuing year by
3000. The corporation decided that, in view of the present
state of trade depression-which in the opinion of those
most competent to judge, shows no signs of immediate
improvement-it was desirable that there should be no

increase in the rates. The various committees were there-
fore instructed to exercise the most rigid economy in pre-
paring their estimates, and though this was presumably done
the sanitary committee has had its estimates altered as
stated above. In view of this restriction upon its ex-

penditure the sanitary committee has notified four of its
health visitors that it can no longer retain their services.
This is a very serious matter for the four women, who thus
lose their appointments through no fault of their own, and
they are deserving of every sympathy in their present
unfortunate position. This decision of the sanitary com-
mittee raises an important question of principle, for if the
precedent thus set up of dispensing with officials during
an outburst of economy be followed it naturally results that
capable persons will be very chary of accepting positions
under a corporation which is likely to discharge them for no
better reason than that it is unwilling to ask for the money
wherewith to pay their salaries.

Death of Dr. James Limont.
It is with much regret that I have to record the death of

Dr. James Limont, which took place in Edinburgh on

May lst, after a lingering illness which lasted some two
and a half years. Dr. Limont was a son of the Rev.
W. Limont, a Presbyterian minister, and was born at
Alnwick on April 9th, 1856. He was educated at Alnwick
Grammar School and subsequently at Edinburgh University,
where he graduated M.A. with honours in 1878, B.Sc. in
1879, and M.B., C.M. in 1880. In 1882 he became a Member
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England and was
admitted a Member of the Royal College of Physicians of
London in 1886. After qualifying in medicine Dr. Limont
was appointed house surgeon to the Edinburgh Royal
Maternity Hospital and the Simpson Memorial Hospital, and
also became senior demonstrator of anatomy in the Minto
House School of Medicine, Edinburgh. From Edinburgh
Dr. Limont went to Glasgow to undertake the duties of
house surgeon and house physician to the Glasgow Royal
Infirmary, and it was during this time that he came

under the influence of Mr. (now Sir William) Macewen.
It is about five and twenty years ago that Dr. Limont came
to Newcastle on being appointed senior house surgeon and
house physician to the Royal Infirmary. In 1885 he was
elected an honorary physician to the infirmary and was
reappointed to that position in 1900. Dr. Limont devoted
himself especially to the study of diseases of the skin and
was appointed a physician in charge of the skin department
at the infirmary some 14 years ago, and it is to his skill
and unfailing interest in the work, ably assisted as he was
during the last 11 years of his tenure of the appointment by
Dr. D. Wells Patterson, that the department owes its present
efficiency and importance. Dr. Limont was joint lecturer in
clinical medicine and had been an examiner in medicine in
the University of Durham. In the College of Medicine Dr.
Limont held the lectureship in medical jurisprudence. Dr.
Limont was a man somewhat reserved in manner, but to those
who enjoyed his confidence he was of a genial disposition
and a very true friend. His death will be a great loss to the
teaching staffs of the infirmary and the College. Dr. Limont
leaves a widow, one son, and four daughters.
May 3rd. 

__ __ ___

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS. )

Observations on Growth.
AT a recent meeting of the Royal Philosophical Society of

Glasgow a paper was read by Dr. Arnold H. Gray on the
Laws of Individual Growth. Dr. Gray began by stating thathe had obtained a long series of records of the rate of growth


